
Grantown Heritage Plaques:  High Street

Grantown High Street has many fine Georgian and Victorian features and unique and welcoming 
shops.  Each has its own story to tell, from the legacy of the Victorian temperance movement to 
expessions of modern sporting excellence.

The corner building, initally 
the “Caley” Bank, dates to 
1865-7.  The site was 
originally identified on the 
pre-founding sketch of the 
town in 1765  for a possible 
inn. The story of banking 
itself in Grantown goes back 
as far as 1822.  

Further down the High 
Street are the former 
TSB and Royal Banks.  
Almost opposite the 
Caley Bank building is 
Grandview, formerly the 
“Black Bull and then the 
Palace Hotel. This site 
was built on for Angus 
Cumming, the laird’s 
piper and fiddler, whose 

Collection of Strathspey or Old Higland Reels was    published in 1780, 
a year after his death. 

Next to the corner bank is Mortimers, then the long established Beale 
and Pyper.  Close by is the Post Office building 
with its golden letter box: a reminder of Olympic 
Gold won by Craig Maclean. Next to the bank 
at the far end is the Ben Mhor hotel, formerly a 
temperance inn and opposite is the former 
S t r a t h s p e y 
Hotel.

Views of the High Street 
from 1890s and 1950s

Mortimers of Speyside

          Ben Mhor Hotel

               Craig Maclean gold Postbox
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Grantown Heritage Plaques:  Baptist Church

The Church was established by the 
peacher and evangelist James 
Alexander Haldane who was 
preaching in Grantown in 1805 (at 
Figgat Fair when “the town was almost 
full of volunteers quartered there”).  

Better rememebered now is local 
preacher Peter Grant, Paruig Grannd 
non Oran, (Peter Grant of the Songs) 
whose collection of Gaelic Hymns and 
Spiritual Songs set to popular fiddle 
tunes, is world famous.  

The present bulding dates to 1851.
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Grantown had at one time 
five churches.  As well as 
Inverallan Church, the 
Established Church, there 
was also St Anne’s in 
Forest Road and St 
Columba’s of 1892/3 just 
beyind the end of the 
High Street.  Both con-
gregations now worship in 
the same building.  In 
Woodside Avenue is the 
South or United Free 
Church dating to 1849, six 
years after the disruption.

Grantown Baptist Church

St Columba’s Church

Grantown Postor Peter Grant



 

The Victoria Christian Institute, known variously 
through the years as the Institute, the YMCA, 
the Community Centre, the Y, was completed 
just after 1897, Jubilee year, helped largely by 
public subscription.

It boasted a tea room, reading room and library, 
as well as indoor and outdoor sports activities.  
It now is a muti-function community centre and 
includes a small theatre and a soft play area.  It 
had a heightened role during WWII and still 
plays a prominent role at times of crisis such as 
during the coranovirus pandemic.  

Many meetings and lectures have been held 
within its walls, including meetings of the 
Grantown Society, Victorian concerts “for the 
indiginous poor” and talks, often with lantern 
slides, by such as Ernest Shackleton on 
Antartica
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Grantown Heritage Plaques:  The “Institute”

The Victoria Institute (old and new)

Extract from “Guide Books to Grantown-on-
Spey and District”  Published by the 

Grantown-on-Spey Amenities Association 
1932 and 1935



Grantown Heritage Plaques:  Station Road
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Station Road, now Woodlands Terrace, runs from the 
road to the Kylintra lotted lands (fields enclosed in 
Grantown’s early days, the partly artificial Kylintra Burn, 
the Silver Bridge  and the “West End Spootie” of 1900.  

Here used to be a well which was always a popular 
meeting place.  (An early version of the office water 
cooler!) 

The first three villas beside the road to one of 
Grantown’s two (1863) stations were joined together in 
the 1920 to create the Craiglynne Hotel.

Woodlands Terrace looking towards 
the site of the old station, Grantown 

West.

Woodlands Terrace looking towards the 
town.

Troops awaiting the train 
South at Grantown West

Grantown West after the Beeching cuts of 1965:  
a severe blow to Grantown marking the start of a 

significant decline in tourist numbers and the 
closure of several hotels.

During both wars the station played an 
important role.  Not only did it take 
hundreds of Strathspey men away to fight, 
many never to return, it also saw the 
“Jellicoe” trains carrying troops north to 
their stations at Scapa Flow.  

The REME huts were almost adjacent to 
the station, making Grantown an 
imprortant base for the repair of military 
vehicles.  In consequence there were 
military checkpoints around the town 
including one in front of the Craiglynne.
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Grantown Heritage Plaques:  Park and Pond

c

Grant Park is of recent construction with its 
information boards and paths.  The path beside 
the burn is bordered by a row of pines planted 
to celebrate the 1911 coronation.  

In and around the park one might see roe deer 
 

The Kylintra burn runs 
beside the path adjacent to 
the park.  It is an artificial 
water course which resulted 
in the redirection of the East 
End Burn.  Further down on 
the opposite side was the 
dam of the Kylintra sawmill, 
where at one time were 
made birch-wood bobbins 
for Coates of Paisley.

The skating pond (renamed at 
one point as the “Grant Park 
Lochan”, though locals far 
prefer the traditional title) was 
popular with both skaters and 
curlers.  In January 1898 the 
then newly formed skating 
club had over a hundred 
members and as winters  
were much more severe 
skating and curling lasted for 
many months.  Curling is one 
of Grantown’s oldest sports 
and the Strathspey Curling 
Club dates back to 1856.  In 
1929 they won the coveted 
national Carsebreck trophy.   
In 1960 the club represented 
Scotland in Wengen, Switzerland.

Path to the River Spey “Bathing Pool”

“Coronation” trees bordering the path

Young Roe deer watching from beside the park
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Grantown Heritage Plaques:  Road to Inverallan 

The old road from the Cattle Market Stance to Inverallan was tramped each Sunday, perhaps 
twice, by townsfolk on their way to church.

The old church stood within the 
graveyard by the river.  It was a low 
building with a turf and heather thatch.  
Services in those days were often held 
in the churchyard in Gaelic and in the 
church in English.  It was, in 1802/3, 
replaced by the “Mission Hall” in 
Grantown, built by Sir James Grant.  The 
oldest stone in the churchyard dates to 
1678 (or possibly 1648 as the markings 
are now unclear).  As one enters the 
gate, on the left, is a large roughly- 
hollowed stone which may have been a 
baptismal font from the church itself.

In the centre of the graveyard is the 
priest’s stone or Figat’s stone, on both 
sides of which is a rudely carved Latin 
cross.  

In the wall next to the river is a stone 
with a shallow hollow.  This is the “Wart 
Stone” allegedly.  Sufferers washed their 
hands in the water collected in the stone: 
a cure quickly followed - providing they 
believed in its properties!  Such a cure is 
reliablly reported even in the 1990’s.

Old Road to the Spey and 
Old Inverallan Church

The old churhyard and Inverallan 
House viewed from across the river.

The Wart Stone
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Grantown Heritage Plaques:  Woodside Ave.

Along Woodside Avenue, stretching from 
the fire station to Dunstaffnage Brae one 
can find some of Grantown’s ring of 
impressive Victorian Villas, many of which 
are now guest houses.  The earliest of 
these date to 1868 though most are 1880’s 
and 90’s.  

Such a building, at the junction of Spey Avenue (the 
New Road) and Woodside Avenue is the imposing 
Lynemore Villa which dates to 1889.  

Many of these villas were built by local shopkeepers and businessmen, often in the name of their 
wives, for summer letting.   Rents were frequently of the oreder of £60 permonth, at a time when 
a skilled trademen might earn only around £1 per week.

Built into the Woodside Avenue boundary wall of this house is a Victorian postbox market “VR” 
Victoria Regina.  Here summer visitors would have dropped their postcards from their summer 
residence address; “the Suburbs, Grantown, NB.“ (North Britain) During the summer, letting lists 
and visitors’ lists were frequently published.

Woodside Avenue at its junction with Spey 
Avenue

Lynemore Villa

“Garden Park” near the “Old Road”, one of the 
earliest Woodside Aveune villas as seen from 

the back of a High Street property.

View from the far end of Woodside Avenue 
looking over the rear of High Street 

properties,



New Grantown was built at the intersection of 
two military roads.  This one leading to Fort 
George from Blairgowrie crossed the River 
Spey at what is now known as the “Old Spey 
Bridge”.  This was built in 1754 by “Bigg Scott” 
to link up the Caulfeild Road - often 
erroneously called a Wade Road, though 
General Wade was dead and buried quite 
sometime before this road was built.  John 
Scott was a Perthshire-born master mason 
whose principal career was as a government 
contractor, pioneering stone bridge building in 
the northern central Highlands.  He was also 
for a time a tenant of the farm of Revack and 
an innkeeper in New Grantown.  He was 
subsequently called on to effect emergency 
repairs in September 1768 when floods 
severely damaged the central arch

The bridge was finally closed to traffic 1931 
when the new bridge was completed.
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Grantown Heritage Plaques:  Military Road
  

The “Old” Spey bridge showing the pillars 
put in place to stop traffic.

The New Bridge was opened in 1931 
by the MacIntosh of MacIntosh.  It 
then connected up with the early 
19th century “New Road”, part of the 
A939, Grantown’s main approach 
from the South.  

The old road continued in use during 
the 1939-45 war as a route for 
military transport as Grantown was 
an important REME centre for the 
maintenance and repair of military 
vehicles.  The stone pillars of the 
check point and road block still stand 
guarding the entrance to the town.

Opening the New spey Bridge

On the West side of the Old Road was 
Lady’s Garden, the pleasure garden 
created by Sir James Grant for his 
eldest sister Miss Marian Grant of 
Grant.  Trees and seeds were carted 
over the Drumochter in the winter of 
1766 to help make this an attractive 
space.
The old military road as it approaches 

the town at what i now the junction with 
South Street.
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Grantown Heritage Plaques:  Primary School

The present Grantown Primary School was the fifth Grammar School building.  The oldest parts 
of the building, costing £241.13.9, date back to 1836 and have a direct link with the castle as 
some of the stones used in building the school were carted from there.  There have been many 

changes and additions 
since then both in the 
building and the style and 
content of teaching.

The building on this site 
started off with a round 
bell tower which as part of 
one of the many 
alterations, was replaced 
by a square tower.

Later, by the end of the 
nineteenth century the 
school was lit by gas from 
the gasworks situated 
behind the school.  
Electricy was installed in 
1911 at a cost of £56. 

Grantown Primary School

An early photo of what is now the 
“primary school” with the round bell 
tower.  Just visible, standing at the 

doorway was the then 
schoolmaster, John Stewart.

The school buildings in the late C19th 
in a photo taken from the site from 

which electricty was plater poduced.
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Grantown Heritage Plaques:  Back Street
South Street, formerly Back Street or 
New Street: the road running from the 
cattle market stance to Inverallan, runs 
along the southern edge of the High 
Strreet and East End tenements.  
These tenements were the lands 
belonging to each house and on which 
the “tenementers” grew crops or kept 
cows or pigs.  Gradually houses have 
been built on the land but the pattern 
is still evident as, in many places, are 
the original stone boundary walls.

Looking East along South Street…

… and, almost a hundred years earlier - west

Burnfield House - home of 
Grantown Museum and 

Heritage trust.

South Street now leads to 
many of Grantown’s sporting 
venues.  Here are tennis 
courts, bowling greens, school 
playing fields, the football field 
and golf course and the Craig 
Maclean Leisure Centre.

Grantown’s most famous 
golfer, Bobby Cruickshank on 

the Grantown course.

Just off South Street is Burnfield where 
stands Grantown’s award winning 
museum and visitor centre.  Primarily the 
museum tells the story of the Town of 
Grant - its foundation and development.  
Here can be found more information 
about the sites referred to on the heritage 
plaques and supplies of a town trail 
leaflet.
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