
Grantown Heritage Plaques:Castle Road. 
The road running North-
East from the Square 
leads across Dava Moor 
to Forres and Nairn. 
Previously it led directly to 
Old Grantown and Castle 
Grant, the home of James 
Grant, later known as 
“The Good Sir James” 
founder of New 
Grantown. in 1765.

Lot no. 6 on the corner ws built on by a farmer, 
Donald Grant of Balnaclash.  For half a century it 
hooused Bessie Rose’s shop, remembered 
fondly by generations of schoolchildren. Next 
door in the taller block, was at one time housed 
the armoury of the local militia and home of the 
drill instructor.

Castle Road looking north

West Lodge. Entrance 
to Castle Grant.

Alex Ross’s shop - the town’s first inn and later 
the first grammar school. 

The police station stands on the site of the town’s 
first inn which was soon to become the first 
Grantown school.The first school master, John 
Innes left quietly one night without paying his 
debts.
The Inn was run by the legendary Janet 
MacKenzie, who left to set up an Inn in Tomintoul.

Castle Grant

The Ian Charles Hospital

Just as castle road becomes castle Road East 
and leaves the old Burgh boundary as the 
famous A939, it passes on the left the “Ian 
Charles” and the Health Centre.

Grantown Heritage Plaques:The Garth. 
The building now known as the Garth and previously the White Huse and The Corner House was built 
in 1796 for Sir James Grant’s clerk  in 1769.  This building was soon turned into a woolen 
manufactory once employing 42 people.  The town’s first physician, William Moffat, stayed here at one 

time as did the ministers.

Later it was, in 1907, briefly the summer residence of 
Victorian best selling novelist, Marie Corelli, favourite 
of Queen Victoria. She was in fact the only author 
invited to the coronation of Edward VIIAmusingly her 
then devoted public would have been quite horrified by 
her private life with her lover Bertha Vyver.  Bruce 
Lockhart tells that whilst in Grantown “she took herself 
very seriously.  

When she drove down the High Street with her ponies 
and her Pomeranians, she made Grantown take her 
seriously. Perhaps that is why”, he wrote, “although 

she inspired me in no way to write, she gave me the impression that authors were not only rich but 
very important people.”

During WWII the building, like many in Grantown, was requisitioned for military use.  In 1940 it was 
commandeered for remnants of the 51st Highland Division who were billeted here.

 



Grantown Heritage Plaques:The Garth. 
The building now known as the Garth and 
previously the White House and The 
Corner House was built for Sir James 
Grant’s clerk  in 1769.  This building was 
soon turned into a woolen manufactory 
once employing 42 people.  The town’s first 
physician, William Moffat, stayed here as, 
at one time, did the town’s minister.

Later it was, briefly in 1907, the summer 
residence of Victorian best selling novelist, 
Marie Corelli, favourite of Queen Victoria. 
She was in fact the only author invited to 
the coronation of Edward VII  Amusingly 
many of her then devoted public would 
have been quite horrified by her private life 
with her lover Bertha Vyver.  

Bruce Lockhart tells that whilst 
in Grantown “she took herself 
very seriously.  When she drove 
down the High Street with her 
ponies and her Pomeranians, 
she made Grantown take her 
seriously. Perhaps that is why”, 
he wrote, “although she inspired 
me in no way to write, she gave 
me the impression that authors 
were not only rich but very 
important people.”

During WWII the building, like many in Grantown, was 
requisitioned for military use.  In 1940 it was 
commandeered for remnants of the 51st Highland 
Division who were billeted here.

The Garth Hotel

An early photo of the 
Garth and Castle 
Road.

View from the grth across 
burnfield Garden



Grantown Heritage Plaques:  Burnfield

Water for Grantown’s first industries 
was supplied by the burn diverted 
through “Burnfield”.  On its grassy 
banks, newly made linen was laid out in 
the sun to bleach. 

Here the last sword duel in Strathspey 
was fought in around 1780 between 
Captain Gordon, Ballintomb and Mr 
MacGregor, factor.

For many years, the open grassy 

space was used for games of shinty 

and cricket. Now it is a car park.  

Burnfield is now the home of 

Grantown’s Museum, Her can be 

found stories and information on the town of Grant from its foundation into modern times.

Bridge of the East End Burn with Sannack Forrester 
and the Grath and Gladstone house behind

Burnfield as it is today.

The Square from the 
Burnfield Bridge

Grantown youngsters on the bridge



Grantown Heritage Plaques:The Square.

It was around New Grantown’s market place that 
most of the first houses were built.  In the North-East 
crner stands the oldest urban husing in Strathspey.  
Of these, two were built in 1768 for James Haston, 
son of the Castle Grant head gardener and brother of 
the first postmaster.
Throughout the year, fairs and markets were held in 
the Square.  One writer recalled of a time around the 
end of the nineteenth century:

“Feeing markets were held in Grantown 
regularly …… On both sides of the square, 
stalls, booths and tents were erected, while 
hobby horses, merry-go-rounds and all kinds of 
side-shows filled the whole area east of the 
Grant Arms.  Goods of all kinds were displayed 
and money changed hands quickly.  The stalls 
with their huge array of sweets, toffees, clothes, 

   boots, shoes, carpet slippers and other useful 
articles were soon emptied.  The Dundee Gundy 
Wife was there regularly.  If one wanted a whole

stalk of gundy it cost 2d; but if you only wanted a pennyworth, she would spit on her hands and 
break the stalk in two.”  (Grantown Grammar School Magazine 1937)

At one time every Saturday night there was music in the square provided by the brass band of the 
1st Elginshire Rifle Volunteers and later the local pipe band.  For many years a wartime trophy in 
the form of a German canon stood, contraversially, on the grass at the far end of the Square.

Currently Grantown’s oldest housing - in 
the corner of the Square

An old postcard view of the Square 
from the Grant Arms

Fair Day in the Square with the local Pipe Band



  Grantown Heritage Plaques: Courthouse

Overlooking the Square is the 1868 building 
which was the Courthouse, Police Station and 
cells.  It became the administrative centre for the 
town from 1898 when Grantown became a Police 
Burgh.  Here in front of large crowds public 
announcements were made including  election 
results. It now houses the library and the Council 
service Point.

The room above the jail was also used as a 
schoolroom. It is reported that at times it was 
so cold there that the ink in the inkwells froze.

The Grantown regality Cross stands in front of 
the Courthouse along with flagpoles flying the 
Saltire and the Town crest. 

Grantown Courthouse 1868

The Regality Cross - a replica of that which was 
taken from Old to New Grantown in 1766

An early view of the Square looking 
towards the Courthouse.

A stone believed to be an original Burgh 
marker stone - situated under the hedge 

opposite Cromdale Road.



Grantown Heritage Plaques:  Morlich House

This site marks the position of the first 
house built in Grantown.  It was the 
dwelling and workplace of John Grant, 
a weaver from Rothiemurchus.  The 
first stone was laid on Friday 28th 
June 1765 by William Anderson, a 
master mason from Portsoy who had 
been engaged to construct the building 
which was to be 58 feet long and 20 
foot wide, with 9 foot walls at one end 
to accommodate two storeys where 
the weaving shop was to be situated.  
Though that building was demolished 
and replaced by the current building 
which was the National Bank, we can 
have some idea of its appearance 
from the houses in the corner of the 
square opposite.  In one of these lived 
Archie Haston who helped build John 
Grant’s home and workplace.  The site was described as lot Number 10 North Side.

Next to Morlich House stands Lethendry Lodge, where lived 
Robert Grant, the well-known Glasgow University Professor 
of Astronomy, publisher of a Catalogue of the stars in 1883.  
He was also behind a project for controlling the public clocks 
in Glasgow by a direct current of electricity from the 
University s they could be regulated by true Greenich time.

Morlich House:  Site of Grantown’s first house

A nineteenth century view of Grantown North Side

Lethendry Lodge



Grantown Heritage Plaques:  Grant Arms Hotel

Originally this was a low two storey inn which had 
developed from an unsuccessful 1765 linen 
manufactory and then in 1766 a “brewing, baking and 
butchermeat” business.

It became famous on 4th September 1860 when it 
bcame the first inn in which Queen Victoria and 
Prince Albert stayed.  In 1875, the present Scottish 
Baronial extensions were built.

Since then it has had many famous guests and many 
storis to tell.  One such story was presented in a 
Grantown Society dramatic reconstruction of the Life 
and Times of the Grant Arms.  

It was brought to our attention by someone who worker 
there as a porter when a student.  He recalled that 
during preparations for a tennis club ball, trifles had 
been prepared the day before and left in a cool room. 
On the mornng of the ball there was some kind of a fall 
of soot from the chimney of that room and the cream 
got covered.  The morning task ws to scrape off the 
soot covered cream.  As we presentd this live we found 
to our horror and amusement that the manageress of 
the day and the porter were both in the audience.

A much more serious incident occurred on the 17th 
July 1878 when constable James fraser was stabbed 
by a deranged rsident as he was being arrested.  He 
died of his wounds leaving a wife, three sons and a six 
week old daughter.

Opposite the hotel accross the Square 
is the town’s war memorial designed by 
architect Marshall McKenzie and 
erected in 1921.

The Hotel some 200 years ago

The Hotel from the North Side 
of the Square showing the war 
memorial and Speyside 
House.

Grant Arms Hotel



Grantown Heritage Plaques:  Speyside House

Speyside house, was once, briefly, 
Grantown’s main inn and later the 
home of Lady Anne, Sir James Grant’s 
mother-n-law.  The “big hoose” became 
the Grammr School in 1787 and in 
1796 the Speyside Charity School, the 
first orphanage in the Highlands.

One schoolmaster who applied for the 
first post in this school was John Elliott, 
who had taught successfully in the 
Bordrs for some twenty years 
previously.  Sir James enquired from 
the Canonbie Parish minister about his 
academic abilities and his ability to 
acquire the respect of his pupils and 
control them without resort to “manual 
severity”.  Elliott got the post and his 
wife that os schoolmistress.  John 
Elliott made a good impression in his 
early years in Grantown and had his 
salary raised to £30.
Whilst some pupils were taught for 
without charge, most paid fees.  Rates 
per quarter in 1787 ranged from 
“Reading English and Orthography 
1/6d” through 4s and 6s for such 
subjects as Latin and French 
respectively.

The building was almost completely rebuilt in 1824,  with the clock tower financed largely from an 
unused 1813 local collection for “Russian Sufferers” of the Napoleonic Wars.

The Orphanage closed in 1975 and was sold to Highland Council, who opened it as a Heritage 
Centre.  However, legislation required that function to be taken over by the District Council and the 
building was sold again for conversion into flats.

Speyside House “the Orphanage”

Early photographs of the Square showing buildings on the South Side and the water pump.



Grantown Heritage Plaques:  Church Avenue

The 1884 Estate Offic ebuildings on the corner of Church 
Avenue, having lost their back wing, are now house the 
modern Cairngorms National Park Authority’s HQ.

At the end of 
the Avenue is 
the Seafield 
M e m o r i a l 
Church, built of 
S p y n i e 
freestone and 
conscrated in 
1886.  It was 
erected by the 
Countess of 
Seafiled in 

memory of 
her husband 
who died in 
1881, John 
Charles, 7th 
Earl of 
Seafield and 
26th Chief of 
the Grants, 

  and their only child, Ian Charles, who died in 1884
                                                                                                                                                                                            

.Unquestionably the glory of the church is the pulpit, said, in part at least, to be the work of 
grinling Gibbons.  The panel behind the misinster depicts 
the grinning face of the devil.

The Inverallan Church Pulpit

CNPA HQ former 1884 Estate Offices 

Church Avenue

Seafield Memorial Church

Former Church on the Inveralln Site



Grantown Heritage Plaques:  Masonic Lodge

The low building next to the more 
ornate Rosehall, now offices, is home to 
the Craigellachie Lodge of Freemasons.  
Earlier, this was where Francis william 
Grant, later the 6th Earl of Seafield, first 
went to school.  Rather than heading 
back to the castle at lunchtime he 
crossed the road to the Grant arms 
where he had his lunch.

Close by, the double windows of the 
“Gallery” were designed to avoid Pitt’s 
window tax.  The next building housed 
Parish Council offices and next, No 2 
the square is now Grantown’s Co-op 
dating to 1942.

Previously the Co-op buildings were 
premises of Messrs McDougall and Co 
rebuilt afte a disatrous fire around 1900.  
A newspaper report of the time tells that 
the fire was first observed about 3 am by 
Mr James Glass, chemist, who was 
preparing for a run to Forres on his 
cycle, and he proceeded quickly through 
the streets ringing a hand bell and 
shouting “fire!”, and soon roused Mis 
Stewart, matron of the Speyside Charity 
School, who at once rang the bell of the 
institution.  With the help of a fire hose 
from castle Grant the fire was brought 
under control by around 7 am.

Former shop on the site of the Rosehall

The Graham Bell gallery and to its left the Parish Offices

Messrs McDougall & Co.


