Grantown’s Heritage Plaques
Since the earliest days of The Grantown Society, there has been a wish for a town trail of
some sort. In 1985, following keen interest from Clan Grant visitors from USA, the first
Grantown heritage walk was published.

In March 1991 The First Draft of the Highland Council Badenoch and Strathspey Local Plan
for Grantown included.
2.6 Town Trail
The local Historical society should consider promoting a heritage theme trail based on
important buildings and landmarks throughout the town. The Regional Council will consider
the scope for assistance with waymarking and
other interpretive material.
Some ten years later a scheme was proposed
to locate miniature, numbered, replica gas
lamps in key locations with an informative
history text to go with each. Ambitiously
this was ultimately also to be a mobile phone
app.
Twenty sites were chosen and scripted.
There followed a joint Society and Museum
venture for a Town Trail with a pictorial
map and three carefully selected and
researched snippets of information for each
location. As it was about to be published the
main funders, the CNPA, backed out saying
the font size was too small, resulting in a
forced rewrite.

In 2013 the Society produced a “then and now” presentation with the original three piece
text. The success of this resulted in a push for heritage plaques rather than miniature gas
lamps, and various designs were researched. The cost of traditional metal plaques was,
however, prohibitive.
Nevertheless in April 2018 an application was submitted to the Co-op Local Community
Fund. In August 2018 the Society was introduced to Owen Kerr, who was producing
signage for Grantown East and within a week there was a plan to create twenty plaques
using a new “duraluxe sublimation” process with a anti-graffiti, UV stable metal. A sample
would be provided for consideration.
However it was not until a year later that a fully worked sample arrived, delays having
been caused by problems with delivery of Duraluxe stock, loss of email massages and a
general slippage in production. Delivery early in 2020 was anticipated.
Meanwhile, the Society bid for funding was selected as one of three for Co-op members’
donations and in November 23rd 2019 a cheque was presented in the local store much to
the delight and gratitude of the Society. After a great many hours of work and not a small
amount of research and ingenuity, by a small team of volunteers, owners’ permission was
given for each of the proposed locations for the installation. The map was marginally
readjusted and an orienteering style app created for the trail. The QR code linked to the
Society website where full information for each site was located.
And then came Covid. The factory was closed in March 2020. Print set up was to be “home
based” but urgent covid related work had to take priority. In July the firm reported they
were “crawling back to business” and preparing new proofs with the latest updated
wording. The office moved to Dalraddy and the art work, perhaps not unexpectedly,
mislaid in the process. A QR code was added but the company was struggling without
other new orders. Staff were furloughed and the person responsible for creating the
plaque prototype was no longer with the firm. There was a problem with the sublimation
process. The plaques were printed without the Society URL and to finish what had been a
nightmare for the business the burgundy coloured material for the base plate, which came
from Belgium was not available. Finally delivery of the finished plaques was completed,
albeit delayed by burst water pipes. Huge credit is due to Owen Kerr for his continued
persistence to complete this challenging order.

Now in March 2021 the Heritage plaques, finally, have been put in place.

