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Grantown's Wells and Water Supply

Introduction and background 

This topic has always been one of controversy and 
is now even more at the centre of debate. Current 
plans for house building on the Mossie of 
Grantown and the new water supply from below 
the bed of the Spey led to research on wells and 
water supply in order to provide background for 
the debates.  It is hoped knowledge of the history 
will provide direction for future action.  The 
project has been spearheaded by Kelsey Tainsh 
and ably supported by the inevitably thorough 
research of George Dixon.

Mystery and Magic

Water is without doubt the world's most precious 
resource.  At the same time it can be the most 
destructive, whether through dearth or excess. 
Besides its more obvious physical properties, 
water has had, since time began, magical and 
mystical attributes.  It symbolises life itself, 
consciousness and sensuality.  It is central to 
baptism and rebirth. It has magical power to cure 
many ailments.   It is in mythology the life force of 
the Earth Goddess

Silvered Water

“Silvered Water”, for example, taken from a 
ford or below a bridge “where the living and 
the dead have passed”, and into which a 
silver coin had been dropped, was well 
known for curing a sick child, a bewitched 
stirk or counteracting the effects of the evil 
eye.

2

Dreggie Falls

Old Baptismal Font

Mystical Cures



Healing Wells

Beside the Spey, in the Inverallan 
churchyard there is the wartstone  It is a 
lightly hollowed stone not far from the 
corner of the wall.  Such is its power, of 
suggestion at least, that within living 
memory warts on at least one youngster's 
hand have cleared up after washing in 
the water lying in the stone.

Local writers tell us of several mineral 
wells to be found near Grantown. 
Correspondent  in the Supplement of 
22nd February 1908 writes

“It is well known that there are any 
number of springs in the neighbourhood 
capable, it is believed, of curing almost 
all the diseases that man’s flesh is heir to.  Who has not heard of the curative qualities of our 
Polachor, Achnafairn, Auchosnich, and other wells; but few of us realise that the little-thought-of 
“Moss Well” is better valued in Glasgow than it is here.

The Rev. Dr. W. Forsyth in his book “In the Shadow of 
Cairngorm” (1900) writes that “the most notable of the medicinal 
wells is in the moor above Lurg, called ‘Feuran-Chaise-nan-
Craincan”, the Well of the Furrow of Bones.  It is of the same 
kind as the famous sulphur wells of Strathpeffer and was at one 
time much frequented.”  Sir Arthur Mitchell, M.D. In The 
Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland tells of “the 
well close to the supposed site of the old chapel near Boat-of-
Garten still yielding a copious stream.  It is famed for its power of 
curing toothache.”  The Rev. William Thomson wrote that ‘the 
chalybeate spring behind Skye-of-Curr has an inky taste, is good 
for debility, but to be avoided in fever or plethora.’  

We hear too of the “Well of the Virgin” in the Braes of Abernethy and the “Nun's Well” in 
Kincardine.

Figgat's Well

To add to this illustrious collection Grantown has not one but three Saint's Wells.  The one most 
closely associated with the town is St Figgat's Well, across the road form the Bathing pool or 
Macleod's Pool (Hugh McLeod's is shown on George Taylor's 1771  plan of Grantown and Miss 
Grant's Garden and Park as tenant of the house near the river end of the path).  

St Figat (Figgat, Figget, Fichet even possibly Fioghad or Fiothad) was probably a humble, quiet 
“Culdee” monk or preacher who came to Inverallan.  He perhaps lived beside the well using its 
water fro drinking and baptism.   Figgat’s Well may have been used by monks for drinking water 
and used for many many years afterwards - gave its name to the old St Figgat’s Fair.
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The well is near the roadside from “Kylintra to Inverallan” to the west.  In 1910, the well was boxed 
(2ft x 1ft) and a year later a sign was erected, “Tobar-Fioghad”.  Since then, though cleaned on 
various occasions, the area is now rather swampy: although  Rev Thomson notes 
“It is regrettable that a few years ago (circa 1910) a wooden box was placed to hold the water, 
thereby altering the appearance of the well from its previous natural look, bubbling up beside the 
grass and grey stones.”

St Moluac's Well

In terms of Saintliness Cromdale outdoes Grantown!  St Moluac is the patron Saint of Cromdale 
and a rather less shadowy figure than Figgat.  Moluac or (Luac or Lagaidh) was a renowned Celtic 
Saint, described in the Martyrology of Angus as the ‘pure and brilliant sun of Lismore of alba’. 
Various traces of him are found in northern dedications (Kilmuir, Raasay, Rosemarkie, Mortlach, 
Cromdale, Alvey, Clatt etc.) and in place names.  Cromdale is sometimes called Tir Moluac.  He 
was probably the first in Scotland to plant schools along with Churches.
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Born in Dalriada  c 530, he had 2 
great missions, one in the Western 
Isles, one in N. E. Scotland. 
According to one supposition he 
was buried at Rosemarkie, where 
he is said to have founded a 
Monastery in the vi century.  One 
account says he died 592.
Moluac’s Well is close beside the 
Spey near the  Cromdale  Bridge 
on the left bank just opposite 
Cromdale Church.  In the old 
floating days logs used to be rolled 
down this bank.  

St Columba's Well

Our third Saint is St Columba. 
Research has shown that this was 
the most easterly point of his 
travels in Scotland.  St Columba's 
Well is situated in Glen Beg 
described as, “Beside a stone just 
beneath the steep hillside.  It is 

truly a well visibly bubbling up though feebly, and a little thread 
of a brooklet runs from it.  It is now small with old birch leaves 
clogging the water, but could easily be cleared and cleaned.” 
People used to go to the well and drink from it for their health.

There is a story of a man in Glenbeg whose servant went twice for water to the well, but the pail 
when sat down overturned of itself.  Another story is of a farmer from Fuaranallan Croft returning 
home form Craggan Mill with a bag on horse, hearing scraping in Columba’s well.  ‘What are you 
scraping there?’ he called.  Then the sound ceased; never to return.
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Well at Wester Dreggie

The whole countryside around, of course, abounds with wells and springs, which have no doubt 
been used from time immemorial to provide water. Many house are still supplied with water from 
private sources.

At Wester Dreggie and one can see not only the remnants of the cottages and the source of the well 
but also ancient fruit trees. 
 

Munro's Well

According to Dr Forsyth Fuaran is a well in its natural state.  Tobar, is connected with man, a man 
built it in, blessed it etc.
Many wells are shown on Estate Office and Ordnance Survey maps and plans.  An old plan in C.G. 
Office dated 1809 identifies Touper Uiget (Figat?) on left side of Glenbeg burn less than 100 yards 
below Bridge above road and also Touper Viel on Gorton Lands, left side of Glenbeg Burn, say ½ 
mile above Glenbeg Bridge.  The OS map shows a well further down towards Craggan and this has 
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been identified as “Munro's Well”  Little seems to be known of this. 

Gardener's Cottage and Walled Garden

Another garden of yore and perhaps a more 
spectacular one lies in Milton Wood where the 
remnants of the walled garden and the 
Gardener's Cottage remain hidden in the woods 
as though the setting for a romantic or mystery 
novel.  Here too was a well.
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Heathfield Wood Well

Close by is Heathfield Wood and at the edge of the 
golf course another well is to be found, again shown 
in various editions of the OS and other maps.   
Near Upper Port and Milton Burn is the “Strangers 
Well” and near Achnagonalin to the south, beside the 
former road which is still traceable, was a well to 
welcome pedestrians to Grantown from Abernethy. 
Records show a Fuaran Keairnach beside Spey near 
Clachnastrone and another at Scor an Cheek, the 
corner of the dyke.
 

Lynmacgregor/Hospital/West Lodge Wells

Towards Grantown close to the present road from Forres there are two wells.  On is close to the 
hospital and the other at Lynmacgregor .  Is this Grant's well for which we  know considerable 
detail.?  
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Grant's Well

We know this was near the Porter Lodge for on October 31st 1845 we can read in the Estate 
accounts
“Received by us Thomas Stuart Mason in Belliward and Grigor Fyfe Carpenter in Grantown  …. 
the Sum of Three Hundred and Forty two pounds ten shillings Stg being the amount of our Estimate 
for Erecting and completing the New Porter Lodge near Grant's Well leading to castle Grant from 
Grantown …..”
The dated 
“1847. Oct 30 Expense of pump at Grant's Well … The Right Honnl. The Earl of Seafield To Alexr 
Grant Mason in Grantown to Belding and Banking the Weall at the porter Lodge of Castel Grant

To 6 days at 2/6 pr. Day “ 15   “
To 4 Bushels of Lim at /8d per Bushel “   2   8
To 6 Leads of Clea at 6d per Lead “   3   “

          £1   “    8
Grantown 30th. October 1847 – Received payment of the above Account by the hands of Capt. John 
Grant Factor for the Earl of Seafield – Hereby Discharged

£1. - . 8 Stg Alexr Grant
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Findlay's Well

Another ancient well recorded in the annals of the Estate, the Grantown Cartulary, is Findlay’s Well 
below school.  

“It is Contracted and Agreed 
betwixt Sir James Grant of 
Grant …. and William 
Findlay sometime Baker in 
Forres   ….”, the tack of 17 
South Side (where Hydro 
Elctric, The Vet's and the 
Fire Station now are) to run 
from Whit, 1780 for 19 
years, renewable nine times. 
And Findlay signed his 
name on this page on 3rd 

August 1809: “William 
Findlay” with a “d”. 
Another two documents: the 
first has the Clerk telling Sir 
James in the autumn of 
1780 that he has given 

Findlay the baker a “feu letter” for the lot east of Angus Cumming's, and that Findlay has already 
begun to build a house and bakehouse on it; the second, recording evidence heard at Cromdale on 
7th May 1781, gives his age then as 24.  In 1795 he opened a tannery in Grantown – probably not far 
from Burnfield – and on 30th December 1807 he petitioned Sir James: “That your petitioner has for 
some time past, carried on the Tanning business in this Town, and finding it disagreeable to the 
Inhabitants would willingly remove the Tan-yard, to the low end of the Black Park, below the 
Town” (below the primary school!)  On 23rd May 1808, Sir James wrote to Heathfield: “... one 
absolute condition must be, the immediate removal of his Tan-yard from Grantown, which was a 
nuisance carried on without my permission, & for several years without my Knowledge – and my 
Coach horses would scarcely pass it when I was down last”. 

Some two years later William and son James's joint accepted offer for part of the Black Park: 
“Grantown 24 July 1810 I William Findlay Baker in Grantown, and I James Findlay son to the said 
William Findlay hereby jointly offer for a Nineteen Years Lease, from the term of Whitsunday 
Eighteen Hundred and Nine, of the Park below the Schoolhouse of Grantown, and to the West of the 
Spring Well, the Moss below said Schoolhouse, As the same has been pointed out & inclosed by us 
to pay Yearly Five Shillings Stg …..”

James Findlay spent time in south Africa and is known to have been the first white man to have 
pitched his tent on the site of Johanesburg.

   One James Findlay died in 1894 (presumably his son) “On Monday last the reamins of Mr James 
Findlay were conveyed to Inverallan Churchyard with full Masonic honours, and as a Mason's 
funeral had not been witnessed in the district for very many years, it excitied a considerable amount 
of interest along its course …....”  (The Grantown Supplement, 27th January, 1894.  William Findlay 
died in 1828 and is buried beside his wife Isabella McPherson who died in 1824.  William's son 
James buried his own wife in 1834 aged 48 years.  Their son James's wife also died young.  She was 
Margaret Forbes who died at the age of 34 in 1860.  The gravestone records “lovely in life, and 
happy in death.”
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Painter's Well

Another notable Grantownian associated with 
a well was the painter and photographer 
Alexander Urquhart . 
The Rev Thomson writes in his notes
“In the Dhulaig wood, in the quarries beside 
the Dreggie road, near the top, is (or rather 
was) a well, still known, as ‘the painter’s 
well’.  Mr Urquhart, the painter, used to walk 
to it, and drink it, and kept a cup beside it, 
When the quarries were in work, the 
quarrymen kept the well clean for their own 
use.  It is now (April 1914) more like a 
stagnant pool than a well; and one would 
rather drink out of the rippling brook that 
runs near it.  It lies 20 or 30 yards above the 
cistern near the top of the quarries to the 
right, under a birch tree.  Perhaps the well has 
shifted (by an underground channel) 10 yards 
to the S. As I once saw water welling up in 
the middle of a little hollow or valley just 
behind the cistern.”

Grantown Burn

With the planning and building of 
the town of Grant – New Grant 
Town it was necessary to have a 
proper water supply.  Before leaving 
Castle Grant for his wife's 
Aberdeenshire home at the end of 
May 1765, the Founder gave his 
newly-appointed Clerk, the future 
Heathfield, a list of things to do:

“You and Mr Forbes [the grieve at 
the Castle] are to go with [the 
surveyor] Taylor & have the Run for 
the Water to the Town set about 
immediately & drawn out by 
Stanker roy” (i.e. “the red ditcher, 
one of the innumerable James 
Grants).  On 15th June 1765 the 
Clerk's journal letter to his employer 
included: “The Water thorough the 
Moss to New Grant-town is brought 
in the Hollow for the Bleachfield 
there's no run made there till you 
order whether it is to be carried off 
by on Channel or byseveral in order 
to form a Bleachfield”.  
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The burn of Grantown still flowed until finally cut off to 
save the new Court House from dampness over a 
century later.  Of that familiar landmark the bridge at 
the Court House, nothing now remains.

“West End” Draw Well

In 1781 the tenementers of the west 
end of Grantown (then about the 
present 19 the High Street – the Fish 
and Chip shop) wrote to Sir James 
Grant,
“......That s great Inconvenience attends your petitioners at the West end of Grantown the Distance 
they live from water.  They are of opinion that a Well could be Erected at the west end of the Town 
with very little Expence Whereby your Petitioners Could be Supplied with water
May it Therefor please your Honour to take Unto Consideration the forgoing Petition and cause a 
Well to be Erected at the West end of Grantown that your Petrs. May have Water without Going the 
Length of the Burn at the Easter End of the Town and your Petitioners shall pray”.

Sir James wrote from Edinburgh on 4th April 1782 to the Clerk: “Tell Mr McG[regor, the Factor] 
that I beg he may send for McNicol from Forres, & sink one or two pumps betwixt Angus 
Cumming and the Burn of Killentrae which will be convenient for all who build to the West.”  A 
draw well was duly sunk, for William Dunbar's accounts of March 1786 survive, including: “To 
covering the Draw well at the weast end of the town with spars and dales and gravel above – 0.4.6”.
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Dulaig Supply

As the town grew, however, burns and wells came to be seen as inadequate as providers of its 
expanding requirements for water.  As the Inverness Courier put it in an article on Grantown 
improvements on 28th January 1846: “.... Grantown has for the last few years been going a 
surprising transformation …. There are at present no fewer than twenty-one retailers of the various 
articles in the cloth and grocery departments.  This may be mainly ascribed to the growing 
prosperity of the tenantry in the wide and populous district of which Grantown is the centre …. The 
noble proprietor intends, it is said, to confer a still higher boon on the inhabitants, by supplying 
them with pure water from a neighbouring hill, to be distributed equally over the village.  This is 
much needed.  A stream runs through the east end another passes the west, but the water is soft and 
muddy in both, and, moreover, parties residing about the centre of the village lose much time in 
going and returning for water, not to speak of the trouble and inconvenience to which the distance 
subjects them.”  On 20th October 1847, Peter Brown's Report on Strathspey, or Lord Seafield, 
included his proposal that the Burn of Grantown be diverted into the Kylintra Burn and that a 
supply of water be piped into the town from “the Copious Spring of water which rises with[in] a 
quearter mile of the Square” - the source, he added, was “of excellent Quality which rises in the lot 
of Land marked No 22 on the Plan” (Alexander Duncan's 1847 plan of the lotted lands around the 
town).  The tradesmen's accounts for introducing piped water into the Estate Office and the Grant 
Arms in 1850 survive in Scottish Records' office – GD 248

The Dreggie Supply

J S Grant, in the GGS magazine of 1935 writes of 60 years ago and now,

The introduction of a proper water supply was another of the great improvements which 
helped to make Grantown more prosperous.  In my early days the only sources of supply were the 
“stroupie” at the West End, near the Kylintra Burn, and this had its source from several wells in the 
ground where the Episcsopal Church is now built.  The other was a little burn flowing down 
between “The Garth” and Lethendry Lodge.  Here it passed under a bridge east of the Court-house, 
along part of South Street, down past the old “Dyer’s dam” and eventually found its way into the 
Spey at Cromdale.

The East End burn supplied the people in the Square and East End, while the “stroupie” 
supplied those from the Square to the West End.  The folks in South Street, got their supply from 
the burn or a little well called “McLean’s Well” at the West end of the street.  When a boy, I can 
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well remember seeing a crowd of women, with their barrows and tubs, passing along the High 
Street for their water supply.  My own mother, as soon as she lighted her kitchen fire in the 
morning, started off with her barrow and two tubs for the “stroupie”, and on many occasions I went 
with her.

As the supply was rather limited, when we reached, we usually found about a dozen women 
waiting their turn to get their tubs filled.  The law was “first come, first served”, and there was no 
respect of persons.  The position was unsatisfactory in many respects.  There were no such things as 
water closets or lavatories, and primitive dry closets only in the back gardens were used instead, in 
all the tenements.  How long this system went on I cannot say.  The next improvement was a supply 
of water from a small reservoir below the quarries at Dreggie.  This was taken into the town through 
wooden pipes, and several pumps were erected along the High Street, one of these opposite the 
Baptist Chapel.  

Of the East and West end “wells” more anon.

Fuar-an-ailan 

The next improvement in our water supply was effected by the Parochial Board  through the County 
Council of Elgin.  The minutes of the Board of August 3rd 1881, record that “ the works of the 
Special Supply of Water for the village of Grantown had been executed according to plans and 
specifications of Mr Mackenzie, C.E., Elgin at a cost of £1200.”

This replacement for the by now inadequete wooden-water piped supply from Dulaig was one of 
the biggest improvements in Grantown's history.  Angus Stuart recorded the event in the new 
Supplement,  “The most important public undertaking in the history of the village has been brought 
to a successful close, and now is the winter of our discontent made glorious summer by the 
introduction of a copious supply of water from one of the finest natural springs in the country.”

J S Grant continued,

This supply was taken from “Fuar-an-ailan” known as “The Cold Well” by means of iron pipes into 
a reservoir above the Dreggie quarries, and from there conveyed all through the town and up to the 
Highland Railway cottages.  The augmented supply proved a great boon to the town, as 
householders were then provided with sufficient water to introduce lavatories and water-closets into 
their homes.  The water was tested by experts on several occasions and found to be of the purest 
quality, while the supply proved ample for many years.

The paper also reports the celebrations which followed.
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Toumnarannich Water Scheme

The Toumnarannich scheme to 
augment the existing supply, and especially 
the route proposed to bring water to a new 
reservoir above the Highland railway 
station caused considerable friction at 
several Council meetings, and in the 
community.  It was said that the enormous 
amount of water brought in by this scheme 
served the community well, but the route 
chosen might have been 
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improved.Sewerage Scheme

There followed a new piped sewerage system 
in 1893-4.  D.D. Smith, plumbers, 
contemporary plan for the scheme still exists. 

A few years later after the County Council of 
Elgin introduced the system of sewerage, and 
this again had very beneficial results.  A large 
number of new houses and villas were built, 
in order to accommodate the increasing 
number of summer visitors from all quarters 
of the globe - Italy, France, Egypt, India, 
Africa.  Grantown became famous as a 
health resort, and for many years every 
available house was booked up for three or 
four summer months, while tradesmen and 
shopkeepers enjoyed increased prosperity.  

Present Water Supply

Of course the story does not end there with new supplies brought from Loch Einich and now 
controversially to be drawn from below the Spey.  Similarly new sewage schemes have been 
introduced and as is easily observed by anyone with any sense of smell at all, walking in the 
vicinity of the treatment works on a hot day, still struggle to cope.

South Street Well

Of the South Street Well mentioned earlier nothing now remains.  A writer commenting on 
Grantown at the end of the Nineteenth Century wrote:

On entering the Back street now South Street a great 
transformation has taken place as from the days gone 
by.  Plots of grass trees pillars and chains adorn the 
street and garden in front of the majority of the 
houses.  Improved road with footpaths.  Some of the 
old buildings still remain while in several cases new 
houses have replaced old ones.  The small shoppie 
(Miss Grant) near the School has gone but the one in 
the Center of the Street (Miss Grant) is still to the 
fore and carried on by one of the same name still a 
Miss Grant as that of the old lady of bygone days.  In 
these shops the school children delighted to spend 
their pennies.  There has also disappeared the well at 
the west end of the street in all probability had to be 
covered up in carr(y) ing out the improvements.

West End “Stroupie”
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Similarly great changes have taken place at the present “West End” of the town.  It was always an 
area with several springs hence the house 
name ‘Springfield’.

The Rev William Reid’s Guide of 1890 
states

At a short distance form the Established 
Church there is a Chalybeate Mineral 
Spring, which is not much resorted to; while 
to the West End, beside the Bridge, there 
will be found a Spout from which 
ceaselessly flows a cool and refreshing 
stream.  

Ref The Grantown Supplement May 13 1893

Notes and Comments
The Well at the West End

One who has ever taken a special interest 
in Kylintra well furnishes the following 
particulars which may interest many of our 
readers.  

The Well was at one time known as Allan’s Well from the name of a weaver who lived by 
the bridge, where Coilintra house now stands.  At that time the well was a few yards back from its 
present position, and was in fact one of two outflows from a spring which gushed out of a bank still 
further back in the field, somewhere about the site of the Episcopal Chapel, now being built. The 
spring gave its name of Springfield to the small plot upon which Waverley Villa and Mackintosh 
properties are built.  At that time Springfield was a Spongy Marsh - fairly firm ground on the 
surface but, clearly, planted upon a bed of water or quaking moss.  It used to be a common “ploy” 
of the children to have “shogs” on this quaking surface.  And, indeed, to show the unstable nature of 
the bottom, When Mr mackintosh was preparing the foundations of his house, the corner stone sunk 
into the yielding surface, the water gushing through the aperture thus made.

But to the Well.  In those days it furnished the water supply for the village from the 
Caledonian Bank westward.  Of an evening some 50 to 60 young men and maidens, with barrows 
and pails, would assemble at the Well, each waiting for their turn.  These were the days of real 
downright innocent sweethearting when each Jockie has his Jenny openly and honestly, and Jockie 
never ashamed to trundle for his Jenny the barrow with its water laden, and to stand the fire of the 
good natured gibes of his companions without thought of resenting it, save perhaps in similar 
fashion.

The spring at that time ran into a well having stone slabs at the sides, and some art was 
required on the part of those who drew the water to prevent raining sediment at the bottom.  Woe 
betide the unlucky one who, through clumsiness or carelessness, disturbed this sediment, and 
spoiled the water for those who followed.

Some 34 years ago our informant originated a movement to have the Well improved. 
Allan’s Well was then, in fact, drained into the burn, and the other of the two outflows was shaped 
and directed in the manner to be seen at the present day.  It was wooden water pipes which were 
employed in those days.  The wood was supplied free by the then Earl of Seafield, and 
“Balnabottach”, Cromdale, contracted for the boreing and laying down the pipes, and was paid by 
our informant, who came lout of the business transaction 17/6 to the bad.  “Lagg”, good worthy 
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man, subscribed 7/6 for the improvements, and another prominent “worthy” threepence - both 
subscriptions being characteristic ones.  The wooden pipes, long since decayed, were replaced by 
iron pipes.  It is an iron pipe which now joins the wooden pillr of the present pump, and the iron 
pipes leading from the erstwhile Allan’s Well, may be seen projecting into the channel of the burn a 

few yards away.

This spring deserves a more artistic dress 
than it has ever possessed, and someone has 
suggested a stout larch pillar with spout and 
basin, and the ordinary provision for 
overflow, which would be preferable even to 
the suggestion of another of an elaborate 
granite structure.

.........  It was in those days that the hollow 
post and spout were erected; and in those 
days it possessed, as well, chained to the 
post, an iron ladle for the convenience of 
thirsty passers by. ......

....... Justify the erection of an open 
fountain .... Having a  alrge basin, and with a 
metal drinking cup attached.....  (Ref The 
Grantown Supplement May 6, 1893)

Ref The Grantown Supplement Sept 30, 
1893

West Ender  writes
....... Whatever benefit they [the Episcopal Church] have .... Conferred upon the West End by 

placing their neat ecclesiastical structure on a portion of the unkempt corner by the bridge, they 
have inflicted a particular injury upon the location .......  I refer to the destruction of the well in the 
vicinity of their Church.  ..... Perhaps at no time in its history was the spring more appreciated than 
during the last three years, while the building of the various villas in Woodlands Road was in 
progress. To those workmen the spring was manifestly invaluable. .....

Mineral Well

And so to the mineral well beside the established church.

The moss behind the Church in Grantown is suspected to be ‘built’ above a loch, as on piercing 30 
feet deep no bottom was reached. 
Opening a drain in the Dreggie road in May 1911 about Seaforth to Gordonhall, in the bottom (6ft. 
Down) was a clay bed; then a foot ot two of peat, with tree roots or branches; then on top stones and 
soil - the ‘made road’ over the moss.  The big hole near the old target was for excavating gravel to 
spread over the moss to make ‘soil’ 

One old Grantownian  remembered when the moss which formerly was the source for peats was 
drained into its present condition.  He thin ks the mineral well was only discovered then.
It was across this area that paths, now rights of way, are clearly shown on old maps and through 
here the burn that provided Grantown's first water supply flowed.
The story is reported fully in the Elgin Courant of 6th September 1867
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In 1890 the local guide book commented 

At a short distance form the Established Church there is a Chalybeate Mineral Spring, which 
is not much resorted to.

In the following years interest in the well was awakened.  The title Saint Caroline's Well was given 
to it as well and the committee in charge of amenities paid it some attention.  It also received some 
criticism.

........ The Committee who bestirred themselves in the interests of ‘Saint’ Caroline’s Well, may 
include within the scope of their regard this well also, and do something for it in the direction which 
I have indicated.  Only, as they have done nothing so far for the ‘Saint’s’ Well, it will not do 
altogether to ‘lippen’ to them in the interests of this public well, although it has a greater claim to 
antiquity than the apocryphal ‘Saint’s’ Well, I am well assured.

In The Grantown Supplement of August 20, 
1892 we read

The chalybeate spring situated in the open 
behind Inverallan Church, altho’, by 
analysis, found to contain valuable 
medicinal properties, has suffered very 
much, of late years, from the neglect of the 
townspeople, and we are pleased to observe 
that some have now awakened to a sense of 
duty in this direction, as the announcement 
of the [fund raising] concert by Mr Roddie’s 
choir proves.  From the position of this well 
it is practically inapproachable to many, and 
its waters are, moreover, diluted and 
weakened by an inflow from the brook 
alongside it.  Steps are about to be taken to 
secure the purity of the spring, and to 
improve its approaches, so that all who 
desire may have the full benefit of the water.
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In The  Supplement of October 8, 1904 there appears a letter written to Provost Anderson by Mr A 
Cameron ..

..... I have a great belief in the “Old Mineral Well”;  at very little expense the water could 
easily be conveyed to a Pump Room in that most desirable stance opposite the County Buildings [ie 
the Court House].....

...... To form a public company is, I am convinced, the only practical way of taking the 
matter properly in hand .......

Four years later on  22 feb 1908  -  Correspondent writes:-  “What think your readers of a Syndicate 
or Limited Liability Company being formed for the purpose of founding a  Strathspey Spa and 
buying up the farmers’ Club House in 
connection with it.

This was supported by another letter 
that year 

…... few of us realise that the little-
thought-of “Moss Well” is better 
valued in Glasgow than it is here.

Many in Glasgow would be greatly 
impressed, I am satisfied, if they knew 
the number of people who are sent here 
by the faculty of the south to drink and 
wash in our waters.  I know of one lady 
sent here last year to get cured of sore 
eyes even who went home completely 
restored; and any number of similar 
instances could be given if need be.
It is a marvel to me that some one did 
not rise up to the occasion years ago 
and carry out what has been done at the 
now far-famed Strathpeffer.  We in 
Grantown have by far finer air and by 
far finer surroundings than they have in Strathpeffer.  We have, too, all sorts of recreation greens, 
besides rivers, lochs, and burns to fish in, with scenery beyond compare.

Some funds were raised and some improvements were carried out but never on the scale suggested.
A report of the Amenities Committee (Ref The Grantown Supplement March 22, 1913) told 

......... One pound given by the Glee Party had been specially earmarked for the improvement of St 
Caroline’s Well.  

And later that year (Ref The Grantown Supplement December 13, 1913)

...... The convener of the Wells Committee was not present but Mr Anderson said he thought there 
was a proposal to put some pipes in the ditch at the mineral well to carry past the other water.

Further analysis and global conflict rather ended developments but the potential remains are I 
perhaps now greater than ever.
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Dangers and Potential
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